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Snapshots in Time:  The Old Miami Beach a la 1930 
By Ann Rabinowitz, Genealogist and Member JGSPBCI 

 
Recently, in honor of Florida Jewish History Month, which was celebrated this year on January 7, 2007, I was try-
ing out the WWI Induction Database for WWI Service Cards at http://www.floridamemory.com/Collections/WWI/ .  I 
decided to see if any of the historic Miami Beach, Florida, families were listed.  My first choice was the WEISS 
family who came in 1913 and who started the famous Joe's Stone Crab Restaurant. 
 
When I didn't find them, I decided to check out their ages in the Census as that might have been the reason they 
were not included.  Sure enough, father was too old and son too young. 
 
However, I decided to look further in the 1930 Census at who was living at the far southern end of Miami Beach, 
now known as SoBe, which is where the WEISS family lived.  My father had possibly been there at the time of the 
Census and I was curious as to whether I would find him. What I did find was a listing for the family of a Rabbi (or 
clergyman of a synagogue as he was listed):   
 
Benjamin SILVERMAN, age 59, from Lithuania, married at age 25, arrived U.S. in 1892, naturalized, and his wife 
Fannie, age 59, also from Lithuania.  They were living at 723 Second Street, Miami Beach, FL, which was quite 
close to the oldest shul on Miami Beach, Beth Jacob, which is now the Jewish Museum.  Perhaps Rabbi Silverman 
had served or, at least, worshipped there.   
 
The Beth Jacob Social Hall and Synagogue or, as it is also known as, the Sanford L. Ziff Jewish Museum of Flor-
ida, is located at 301 and 311 Washington Avenue, on Miami Beach, FL.  It was built in 1929, the year before the 
Census, and can be seen below as it appears today, both on the exterior and the interior. 
 

 
 
Actually, I was surprised to see a Lithuanian Jew listed as living on Miami Beach as the majority of the Jews listed 
in the Census that year were from Hungary, Poland, Germany, Czechoslovakia, Russia, Rumania, and other coun-
tries.  However, it is possible that some of the Russian listings may actually have been Lithuanian listings, but not 
specified as such.            Continued on Page 2. 
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MIAMI BEACH, Continued from Page 1. 
 

 
     Interior  Beth Jacob 
 
I do know that Lithuanians had settled in so many other places in Florida such as Key West and Jacksonville, to 
name a few, and that my father, of course, and others like him who settled on Miami Beach had Lithuanian ori-
gins.  Perhaps the mass of Lithuanians who came to Dade County, where Miami and Miami Beach are located, 
came later, after WWII. 
 
Some of the other names listed in the 1930 Census at the lower end of Miami Beach were: 
 
Maurice Abraham     Maurice Levy 
Israel Bernstein      Abe Marks 
Jacob Besser      Sam Massareky 
Aaron Binkow                 Meyer Melson 
Jakuthiel Caplan     Adolf Meyer 
Adolf Fishman      Fred Quitner 
H. Glickman      Aron Rauzin 
David Goldstein      Benjamin Rechson 
Mortin Klein      Morris Tishman 
Jacob Levin      Joe Weiss 
       
The other interesting thing I took note of was that the Jews had all sorts of colorful occupations such as hotel 
manager or proprietor, waiter, shoemaker, restaurant owner, cashier, dishwasher, laundry operator, gift shop 
sales lady, fish market owner, novelty salesman, etc.  All of these occupations were suited to a beachfront econ-
omy. 
 
So, that is a small snapshot of Miami Beach, Florida, as it once was, circa 1930. 
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                     President’s Remarks  Spring 2007 
      
 . 
The JGSPBCI under the wonderful chair of Don Hirschhorn has taken on 
the Pages of Testimony program in South Florida. Don has also reached 
out to the 80 Jewish Genealogical Societies around the world to assist in 
this most important project. To date over 30% of all the societies are par-

ticipating. I was certainly aware of the importance of trying to list all the names of our loved 
ones who perished during that terrible time in history. 
I never knew personally of any family members of mine or my wife Ruth’s who had died in the 
Holocaust. However I recalled a story of a cousin of Ruth’s who lives in Israel who had men-
tioned that 2 of his father’s brothers had immigrated to Israel in the 20’s and found it very dif-
ficult, so they returned to Poland and were subsequently killed in the Holocaust.  
We had dinner last evening with a relative of Ruth’s and I took the family book along. I also 
had looked up his family‘s name Zwetschkenstiel on Yad Vashem before going to dinner. I 
printed up the list and showed it to him. The first name happened to be his Grandfather and 
Ruth’s great-grandfather. Bingo!!! I went home and went on the Yad Vashem Web-site 
(WWW.YADVASHEM.ORG) and found all the people on the list with that last name from 
that area. They were listed in1955 by her cousins father who lived in Haifa. I found  8 
Zwetschkenstiels that were related to my wife’s family. I finally went to bed at 1:30 AM. 
So now as important as I thought the taking of Pages of Testimony was before it is now ampli-
fied even more. 
Don’t let this source pass you by, both giving of names you know and searching on the Yad 
Vashem for relatives you didn’t know you had.  
Good Luck. 
Shalom 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR SUBMITTING PAGES OF TESTIMONY  
 
Before filling out a Page of Testimony, search the online Names Database at www.yadvashem.org for 
victims known to you 
 
Use the “Feedback forms” on the site to add information or photographs to an existing victims’ record. 

 
Click “Submit New Names” on the Names Database search page to submit information on Victims for 
whom no Page of Testimony exists (even if the names appear on archival lists). 
 
Complete a separate Page of Testimony for EACH victim, including children. Additional forms may be 
photocopied, downloaded from the site, or requested from Yad Vashem. 
 
The minimum required information is: the victim’s first and family names (or maiden name) and the 
name of the place of permanent residence or birth. Additional details are welcome. Write the names as 
close to their original spelling as possible, in Latin characters. 
 
If a child’s name is unknown write “unknown” in the “Victim’s First Name” field, specify gender and 
parents’ names, and write boy / girl / child in the “Victim’s Family Status” field. 
 
When available, submit a photograph of the victim, or send a high-resolution scanned image. 
 
If circumstances of death are unknown, write: “Died / Killed during the Holocaust” in the 
“Circumstances of death” field. 
 

Write in pen, in clear, block letters. 
 

Sign and date each completed Page of Testimony, and mail the ORIGINAL signed copy unfolded to: 
JGSPBCI, P.O. Box 7796, Delray Beach, FL 33482-7796. 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
Please note: 
 
You do not have to be a relative of the victim to complete a Page of Testimony for him or her 
Testimonies given to organizations other than Yad Vashem are probably NOT in the Names Database 
Pages of Testimony are intended to memorialize Jews who perished DURING the Holocaust, or at  
liberation in the months immediately following the end of WWII. Victims of anti-Jewish persecution  
who survived the war should be registered on survivor forms, available at : 
www.yadvashem.org/download/pdf/Surveng_new_LAST.pdf 
 
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONTACT DON HIRSCHHORN 561-883-8566. 
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MEMBER INFO CORRECTIONS 
JACK COHEN - NEW E-MAIL: jackcohen98@gmail.com 
ESTHER ZARETSKY - E-MAIL SHOULD BE eazaretsky@florida-counsel.com (Directory Error) 
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STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP 
 

Scattered Seeds is the publication of the JGSPBC, Inc., a 
not-for-profit educational organization.  The newsletter  is 
issued four times per year.  It is a free publication distrIbuted 
to all paid-up members and Jewish Genealogical Societies 
throughout the world in a courtesy exchange program.  Back 
issues may be available at $3.50 (US) an issue.   
 

Contributions of articles of interest including book reviews 
are encouraged.  Material must be submitted at least thirty 
days prior to the next publication date in order to be 
considered.  Material should be double-spaced and 
typewritten.  If submission is by disk, please use an IBM 
formatted disk  written in MS WORD.  All contributions are 
subject to editing.  The Editor can be contacted by phone at 
561.883.8566 or via e-mail at: sdh2381@bellsouth.net  
      
If e-mail is not available, comments or articles should be sent 
to: 
 Sandra Hirschhorn, Editor,  
 “Scattered Seeds” 
 P.O. Box 7796, 

 

Jewish Genealogical Society  
Of Palm Beach County, Inc. 

 

Elected Officers 
�

DENNIS RICE  President@JGSPalmBeachCounty.org    
MARVIN LOPATIN  (Vice President)  
VicePresSIGs@JGSPalmBeachCounty.org 
SANDRA HIRSCHHORN (Vice President) 
sdh2381@bellsouth.net 
ARNOLD SARASKY 
Treasurer@JGSPalmBeachCounty.org 
MARK JACOBSON  
Secretary@JGSPalmBeachCounty.org 
                               

Board of Directors 
And Committee Assignments  

 

  Archivist. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gail Haymovitz 
  Directory /Membership. . . . . . . . . . . Arnold Davidson 
  Financial Secretary. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Joan Sarasky 
  LDS-FHC Liaison. . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . Sylvia Nusinov   
  Library Coordinator. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Irving Skorka 
  Members-at-Large . . . . . . . . . .        Natalie Hamburg 
                Phyllis Kramer 
                   Hank Levine  
                    Gerald Naditsch 
       Cindy Taylor                                                            
  New Member Liaison/ Retention .  .  Marilyn Newman 
  Newsletter Editor.  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sandra Hirschhorn 
  Parliamentarian.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Alfred M. Silberfeld 
  Program Chair. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Harvey Brown 
  Publicity                            OPEN 
  Reception. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ben Seaman 
             Helene Seaman 
  Sunshine. . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Phyllis Frank 
  Telephone Squad. . . . . . . . . . . . .   Dorothy Bernstein 
  Welcome Desk. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bernard Berger  
       Joel Sisitsky 
  Website/E-mail Editor. . . . . .. . . . . Jacqueline Fineblit 
  Yad Vashem Coordinator. . . . . . . . . . Don Hirschhorn�

�

 Past Presidents                          
              Mona Freedman Morris 
                     Alfred M. Silberfeld 
               Sylvia Nusinov 
               Alfred B. Leeds (Of Blessed Memory) 
                   Dr. Marvin Hamburg 
           
 Honorary Members              Mary Bordman 
                Miriam Weiner
                                             
Website            http://www.jgspalmbeachcounty.org  
Webmaster                   Andi Jacoby 

 

MEETING SCHEDULE FOR 
2007 

 (All meetings begin at 1:00PM on Wednesdays at the 
South County Civic Center, 16700 Jog Rd., Delray 
Beach, with occasional exceptions which will be noted. 
Brick Wall sessions begin at 12:30PM.  SIG meetings 
are held in Classroom 1 at 11:30AM. Contact Vice 
President Marvin Lopatin for further information.) 
 
  
FINAL MEETING OF THE SEASON: 
 MAY 9-”SOS” —Share our Successes 
 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP DUES PAYABLE 1/1 EACH YEAR 
 

Individual Membership             $25.00 
Family Membership    $36.00 
Donor Membership    $50.00 
Patron Membership                 $100.00 

                Life Membership Individual      $200.00 
 Life Membership Family          $300.00    
               Send dues to:  JGS of Palm Beach County 
                                         Attention: Treasurer 
           P.O. Box 7796 
          Delray Beach, FL 33482-7796 
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   While many American Jews know Yiddish 
only as the language of their “Bobe”, it is really 
a language of great literature, music, films and 
plays. We have no written testimony regarding 
the spoken language of Jews in the Diaspora 
until about a thousand years ago. The literature 
of that time was almost exclusively in Hebrew 
and very little can be said about the oldest pe-
riod of Yiddish. We know that Yiddish has its 
roots in medieval German. The fist indication 
that Jews living in German territories spoke 
their local language was provided by the great-
est commentator of our religious teachings, 
Rashi, who lived in the eleventh century. Rashi 
was a French Jew and while using many French 
words in his commentaries, he also mixed in 
many words”Belashon Ashkenaz” (in German 
language) which proves that this must have 
been necessary so that the neighboring German 
Jews could have a better understanding of the 
subject. In the writing of the Maharam 
(thirteenth century) we find the Yiddish word 
“Yortsait” for the first time. The well known 
Yidishist Max Weinreich concluded that the 
beginning of Yiddish must date back no later 
than seven or eight hundred years. 
    The Jews had already used Hebrew for gen-
erations when they adopted German; naturally 
some Hebrew elements remained. In the gradual 
process of the growth of Yiddish combinations 
of Hebrew and German words became com-
mon, like for example the word Schlimmazel 
which we are still using. Many Yiddish sen-
tences are still a mix of German and Hebrew, 
words like: Tu mir a toyve (do me a favor), Er 
trogt a masse (He is carrying a load), Es emes(it 
is true), Dos fleish is nit kosher (the meat is not 
kosher), Er hot khoroteh (he changed his mind, 
etc. We also often find German endings to He-
brew roots like, for example, shekten (to 

Interesting Facts About Yiddish 
By Jacob Laitman 

Reprinted with permission of the author from the January 2007 issue of the COBRUA REPORTER 

slaughter), gazlenen (to plunder), darshenen (to 
preach). Hebrew words have always been and still 
are being used all over the world to describe mat-
ters concerning religious life, like Shabes, Tfilah 
(prayer), Tallis (prayer), Tallis (prayer shawl), 
Gemara (Talmud), Shumesh (Pentateuch), Te-
filim (phylacteries). 
    If they did not want outsiders to follow their 
conversation Jews would often mix Hebrew and 
German words in the sentence. For example: Der 
odn vill in yad arain (the man wants a bribe), or 
the people in Sholom Aleichem’s “Motel Peysi, 
the Cantor’s Son” said to Motl: Daber nit of daym 
Okhi (don’t talk against your brother). 
Those Jews who came to Germany from France, 
Italy and Spain brought Romance words into the 
language and they remain in Yiddish up to the 
present; they are words like bentshen (to say a 
benediction after the meal), Tsholent from the 
Italian scaldato, Schalet and even typical Yiddish 
names like Shprintze, Yentl, Anshel, etc. 
    As Jews wandered further to the East, Yiddish 
really came into its own and here Slavic elements 
came into the language. We find even words like 
sterdish (angry, stubborn) which do not seem to 
come from any known source but was used in 
Vilna, Galicia and Volhinia. 
    Yiddish is written in Hebrew characters and 
consists of medieval German, Hebrew, Aramaic 
with Slavic and Romance elements mixed in. The 
language served as a work-a-day alternative to 
Hebrew which traditional Jews regarded as too 
holy for commerce and business. At the heart of 

   
          
   
 Continued on Page 8 

Yiddish is spoken by 
3,000,000 people: 
1,250,000 in USA, 
215,000 in Israel 
50,000 in Canada 
1,485,000 elsewhere 
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Interesting Facts About Yiddish  
Continued from Page 7 

the 180,000  words of today's Yiddish stand 
about 13,000 Hebrew words and phrases de-
rived originally from Torah, Talmud, Liturgy 
and Commentary forming the ethical lifeblood 
of Yiddish. The two elements, Yiddish and He-
brew  nourished each other into a linguistic ful-
fillment. Thus, an Oyrekh- a stranger - became 
an honored guest for Shabath; Tsedokoh- char-
ity – is not a burden, but the right of the recipi-
ent; Gemilas Chesed becomes business like, an 
interest free loan; Yoysher is the individual’s 
feeling for what is right and fair. 
    The beginning of modern Yiddish literature 
can be considered to be the publication in 1864, 
of Mendele Mocher Storim’s “Dos Kleine 
Mentshele” (The Parasite). Together with Men-
dele, I.L. Peretz and Sholom Aleichem are con-
sidered to be the founding fathers of modern 
Yiddish literature. 
    Credit has to be given to Chassidic leaders 
who used Yiddish in their sermons and stories. 
It is interesting that the language was and still is 
so little known to the outside world that recently 
a coordinator at Harvard University working 
with a Jewish Study Group found a copy of 
Karl Marx’s “Das Kapital” in Yiddish right next 
to the Talmud. 
    About sixty universities in the United States 
recently included Yiddish in their curriculum 
and if young people are registering for these 
courses and are studying the language we can 
say with confidence that the prophecies of 
doom pronounced years ago will be proven 
wrong and we may look forward to a revival of 

Yiddish.  

SCENES FROM OUR MINI-CONFERENCE
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
      HELENE KENVIN, LECTURER 

                               RAPT LISTENERS 
 
 
 
 
 
              
 
 
 
 
 
 

      MIKE MITCHELL, LECTURER 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JOEL SISITSKY, CHAIR 
          PAT COOPER, LECTURER 
 
THANKS TO GAIL HAYMOVITZ FOR THE PHOTOS 
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LIFE MEMBERS 
 

Sam Grussgott 
Mel and Ann Levy 

Dennis Rice 

2007 DONORS 
 

Phyllis and Jerry Frank 
Shirley and Arthur Winets 

THANK YOU! 
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MY TWO ROOM SCHOOL -  A JEWISH CHILD’S CHRISTMAS ST ORY 
 By Ruth W. Alterman, Ph.D. 

 

Ed. Note: Dr. Alterman, a licensed psychologist, began school in a two-room schoolhouse in Vineland, N.J. and eventually 
went on to obtain degrees in psychology from various institutions, including: Douglass College, 1955, City College of New 
York, 1958, New York University, 1977, Postgraduate Center for Mental Health, l988.  Dr. Alterman is currently a psycho-
therapist in private practice in New York. 
  Dr. Alterman’s maternal grandparents were part of a group of about 100 immigrant families from various 
parts of Russia.  They came to the U.S. in 1882 to escape pogroms and also to settle the land – “Am Olam.”  The 
community received support from Alliance Israelite Universelle and the Baron de Hirsh fund while they cleared 
the land, built houses, and painfully learned to become farmers. Her father had a cousin who settled there, and he 
joined her in 1911 when he emigrated from Russia.  Ruth’s parents had family and roots in that part of South Jer-
sey, near Vineland.  They moved there to become farmers after they married in 1933, and that’s where she grew 
up. 
 
 It was Christmas time in our two-room school.  The tall windows were decorated for the holiday 
with the red and green candy canes we had cut out of construction paper.  There was a Christmas tree 
in front, with tinsel and decorations.  The Kindergarten row was closest to the windows, then came  
First and Second Grade rows.  My row, Third grade, was closest to the door. The coal stove was in the 
middle, keeping us warm. 
 Actually, the Second grade row was empty.  I had started the year in Second grade, but I was 
the only member of the class.  The teacher gave my mother some flash cards and told her I needed to 
memorize the times tables.  When I did, I moved over a row to the Third grade. 
 I was the only Jewish child in the school.  A few days earlier my mother had spoken to the 
teacher about the coming holidays.  When she got home she told me that I could be in the play about 
Santa Claus but not the one about the Holy Family.  I could sing the carols, but not the religious 
parts.  I did that.  I felt a bit odd, but knew I had to be loyal to my religion.  Really, no one seemed to 
care or even notice. 
 This year for our Christmas party we were having something special –stone soup!  Mrs. Moore, 
the school principal who taught grades four through eight in the room next door, had come in and read 
us the story of the clever tramp who got others to contribute all the ingredients he needed for soup 
while he provided only a  stone.  We were sent out to find a proper stone (not too near the outhouse in 
the back).  When it had been selected, Mrs. Moore put it in the big pot that was used to heat the daily 
free lunch, the big cans of tomatoes and pork and beans that the government provided. Once the stone 
was in the pot she added water and canned vegetables of every kind to complete it. 
 That afternoon we put on our plays and sang our carols in front of the tree.  Then we sat down 
to our party.  Mrs. Moore proudly ladled out the soup and everyone began eating.  I tasted it…
VILE!...  like garbage!  I hated canned vegetables anyway, and this combination was the worst!  Mrs. 
Moore was indignant. No soup? Then, no cake and ice cream I was crushed. I went home and told my 
parents how everybody got to eat cake and ice-cream but me.  My mother went again to school She 
suggested to Mrs. Moore that she may have been too harsh.  I suspect she thought the punishment a 
bit vindictive because we were Jewish, although she never said so. 
  After lunch the nest day Mrs. Moore appeared with a large bowl of ice cream.  She set it on my 
desk and announced to the room that since I had complained about not getting ice cream at the party, I 
was going to be eating it now.  Everyone in the class was to watch me eating it, so they would know I 
had nothing to complain about.  I did try to swallow a few mouthfuls as she stood over me wrathfully, 
but was soon weeping in humiliation.  She marched out of the room in triumph. 
 I don’t remember any reaction from my classroom teacher or any of the other children.  I did 
learn not to say too much about school at home after that.  No more complaining! 
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Well, this is the second issue to be produced in PDF.  It’s getting a little easier and becom-
ing a little more fun to produce.  I hope you all (or is that y’all) enjoy the added color and the 
use of more photographs. As time goes by and I’m more comfortable I hope to be even 
more flexible in my presentation.  When I volunteered to edit Scattered Seeds I never 
dreamed of incorporating all these changes, but I think it is working out well. 
 
My apologies to those of you who are unable to see this issue in full color.  At last count, 
there were only nine of you on Dorothy Bernstein’s calling list, but I recognize that several 
other members cannot receive this version of our newsletter.  At least you can get the infor-
mation provided and I hope you recognize that our issues are getting a little more informa-
tive.  If you have a computer and can get on the Internet but have not been able to read this 
newsletter, ask someone to help you to obtain the Adobe Acrobat Reader which is available 
FREE! And will do no harm to your computer. 
 
This issue will be the last one until early Fall, so, let me take this opportunity to hope you are 
able to attend our April and May meetings and to wish you a very happy, healthy Passover 
and a wonderful Summer whether you spend it here in Florida, vacationing elsewhere, or in 
that other place you call home. 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

If you call the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Library in Washington, DC they will  
answer any question, and look up a few names for you in any of their databases or books.  You can 
call them at (202) 488-0400.   

JEWISH GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY       
OF PALM BEACH, COUNTY, INC.    
P.O. BOX 7796 
DELRAY BEACH, FL 33482-7796 
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