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ANNUAL MINI-CONFERENCE/WORKSHOP
Don’t miss it!
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2007
Sandler Center, Levis Campus, Boca Raton, 8:30-4:30

Joel Sisitsky, Chair of
this year’s Mini-
Conference, advises that
y the workshop will be
more informative and
helpful than ever. The

h i program is totally differ-

ent from that of previous

years, and both the beginner and the inter-
mediate genealogist will learn and be en-
tertained.

If you are new to genealogy, try
“Genealogy 101—From the Beginning.”
Our resident expert, Al Silberfeld, will ex-
plain some of the basics to assist you in
obtaining the information you need to lo-
cate your ancestors.

Something in the census records has you
stumped? Pamela Cooper is offering a
course entitled, “How Accurate are your
Senses? Getting Past Errors in Census
records.” Ms. Cooper is also offering a
class entitled, “Stop the Ship! | Want to
Get On!” | can’t wait to try that one.

Our own Helene Kenvin will encourage us

to “Start Your Family Books Now!!” Also of-
fered are “Power Point 101,” explained by
our president, Dennis Rice. Ann Rabi-
nowitz will speak on “You May Have Rela-
tives in South Africa,” and Michael Mitchell
tells about, “The U.S. Civil War— Jews Were
Killing Jews.”

As they have done so well in the past, Nata-
lie and Marv Hamburg will supervise the
Resource Room which will be open all day so
attendees can browse through the maps,
family trees and family books which will be
on display. The Hamburgs, as well as some
of our other knowledgeable members will be
pleased to assist you.

Our JGSPBCI library will also be open, ably
staffed by Irv Skorka and Ben Karliner , so
you can sample the goodies in our collection.

Included in the admission fee of $40 for
members, and $45.00 for non-members, is a
copy of the newly updated , 7th edition of
Sylvia Fushman Nusinov’s prize-winning,
BEGINNERS AND INTERMEDIATE GE-
NEALOGICAL WORKBOOK as well as a
delicious Kosher box lunch for each atten-
dee. Continued on Page 5.
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USING EXCEL WITH JRI-POLAND INDICES
By Helene Kenvin

The Jewish Records Indexing-Poland (JRI was founded by genealogists who coreeived t
brilliant plan of entering into an agreement with Polish government archives ioJedesh vital re-
cords and provide a means for people to order copies of these records. See:
http://www.jewishgen.org/jri-pl/index.htnAnyone who makes the appropriate donation to fund the
indexing of a particular town (the amount of which depends upon the town in which one is interested)
can receive an Excel file of the index to the vital records of that town.

This article is based upon a presentation at the JGS of Palm Beach County om&epem
2006, the purpose of which was to introduce people to the use of Excel to mine the treasure-lode of
information in JRI indices. Because the presentation was meant for people who havdiaaty at
all with Excel, my apologies to the tech-mavens, who are likely to find thiseaaticomplete bore.

Before you start, here are two important CAVEATS: (1) Make a COPY of YiuExkel file
and work only in the copy. Otherwise, you might press the wrong key and be left wattikesptead-
sheet. You don’'t want that to happen to the only copy that you have of the JRI recordsck(2) Cli

SAVE after every few steps you take.
HOW TO USE EXCEL

For purposes of illustration, let us assume that you are working in birth records fown of
Skala in the Tarnopol district of Galicia and that you are looking for WIESEN'B4A

To begin, click on FILE and then on OPEN. In the window that appears, those filekendgtkt¢nsion
“.xIs” are Excel files. Open the file in which you wish to work.
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USING EXCEL WITH JRI-POLAND INDICES Continued from Page 2.

The JRI-Poland file will be in chronological order, beginning with théesabirth record. If you are lucky and
there are a lot of records for your town, there may be hundreds of names lim ttisifig Excel, you easily can
focus in on the name in which you are interested by doing a SORT. The firstathiiags to SELECT the files
that you want sorted. In this case, we want to SORT the whole file. Put your mdlisdeft of the first re-
cord. While holding down the LEFT BUTTON on the mouse, drag the mouse diagomally #e page, to
the bottom. All of the entries now should be BLUE.

In the tool bar, click DATA, then SORT. This wingaill open:

Look at the column headings under the tool bardeuide

how you want to sort the information in the sprehdet. Next to the (1) in red, where it says S@NT pick that letter of
the column you want to sort. In the example abtve sort will be done in Column K, “Father’s Surrefrso that we can
find WIESENTHAL records. [You can do another SOR#er, of Column N, “Mother's Maiden Name,” to ghe rest of

the WIESENTHAL records.]

(2) If you pick “ASCENDING,” the sorted column Witart with surnames beginning with the lettersuch as
Abrahams, Adler, etc. If you pick DESCENDING, therted column will start with the surnames begigniith “Z”.
Since Wiesenthal is near the end of the alphabese&eDESCENDING. Then click OK (3). This is wigau will see

after the SORT: Delete the rest of the names, to be left only with
WIESENTHAL files. If you wish to know what recordse available for the children of a particular giey you can sort
by Column J (“Father’'s Given Name”) and/or Column('Mlother’'s Given Name”).

Continued on Page 4.
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USING EXCEL WITH JRI-POLAND INDICES Continued from Page 3.

CAVEAT: You should do a variety of sorts, in order to avoid these pitfalls: (1) In otdd®, there are tremen-
dous variations in spelling. Example: This result, after a sort bytétst Given Name,” shows three different
entries for my great-grandfather’s given name, Hersh Eliyah: EliszHgio, and Hersch Elio.

(2) When you sort by “Mother’'s Maiden Name,” be aware that sometimes thengugnzen in this column actu-
ally is that of the father, not the maiden name of the mother. Example:

(3) If you do a sort only by “Father’'s Surname,” you might miss some birth records.ti®esenly the
mother’s name is given, often using her maiden name rather than her marreed nam

Some embarrassed genealogists have compared birth and marriage recorde aaddhagled that their ances-
tors married several years after the births of their children — arelyntikenario in shtetls where almost every
Jew was Orthodox. Most of these ancestors were married by a rabbi aalgiepame before their first child was
born. What these records reflect is the refusal of civil auth®tibieecognize rabbis as marriage-officiants. The
later “date of the marriage” usually is simply the date when (for titode of reasons) our ancestors decided to
register their long-standing unions with the local civil authories.

A PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF THIS TECHNIQUE

The given hame of my great-times-3-grandfather was an unusual combiM@&HE EFROIM. Curi-
ous to know who might have been named in his memory, | did a full-file searchushiCél, “Given Names,”

Five of the parents who had sons hamed Moses [Moshe] Efraim were known to marydmnv2) of
the babies whose births were recorded, with this result:Zechariyah, avidi€3)Wiesenthal were siblings of my
great-grandfather Hersh Eliyah, who had named a child after their gramdflibiee Efroim. (4) Alter Wiesen-
thal who was married to Babsie Menchel was the son of Moshe Efraim amicteeof Maryam, Zechariyah,
Meier, and Hersh Eliyah. Alter’s daughter, (5) Babe Hudie Wiesenthalthea first cousin.

Three of the people who had sons whom they named Moses Efraim were pyawigaswn to me. (6)
Rifka Wasserfuhrer had the same surname as her husband. While it wialke plogsshe had married a cousin, it
also was possible that her maiden name had not been recorded and thatské¢iegamthal. (7) Srul (a nick-
name for Yisrael) Wiesenthal bore a given name that appeared sevegirtimy branch of the family, so might
be from a collateral branch.

Continued on Page 5.
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USING EXCEL WITH JRI-POLAND INDICES Continued from Page 4.

(8) Alter Wiesenthal, husband of Chaje Dwora Edelstein, was especiatysimeg. In addition to a
son Moses Efraim, he had a son named Wolf Itsig — another unusual combination-name aridhomg w
great-grandfather Hersh Eliyah had given to his first-born son. The genahftgjrctive in me is certain that
this Alter and “Uncle Alter” who was married to Babsie Menchel wiesé ¢ousins and were named in mem-
ory of the same ancestor.

Hersh Eliyah’s son, my Grandpa Jake, had a close friend named Joe Wieskatihvalsirom Skala.
They claimed to be cousins, but did not know how they were related. A littlengiggan old notebook and |
confirmed that Joe’s father Avraham Yakov had been known as Alter andé¢hzad a brother Frank, whose
Hebrew name (which | found on his gravestone) was Moshe Froyim. Although | do not ypohive
proof of Grandpa’s and Joe’s relationship, judicious use of Excel on theelhéis brought me one step
closer to my goal.

Copyright © 2006-7 by teme Kenvin

ANNUAL MINI-CONFERENCE WORKSHOP  continued from Page 1.

As in the recent past, the Mini-Conference will be held at the Sandler Center for Jewish Life
Enhancement on the Levis Jewish Community Center Campus which is found on 95th Ave-
nue South of Glades Road and a few blocks East of State Road 7/U.S. #441. For directions,
please contact Joel at 561-477-9246 Registration opens at 8:30 a.m. on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 28th, and the first lecture will begin promptly at 9:00a.m. We hope you will be there.
Sandra Hirschhorn, Editor
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May | take this opportunity to wish each of you a Happy and Healthy

New Year. It amazes me each day as | use my computer for genealogical re-

search how much new data is available. | was searching on Ancestry.com the

other day. | was made aware that someone else was researching this person

and in fact had put in his whole family tree which included this person. | e-

mailed him and he responded that we were in fact relatives. We e-mailed back
and forth and subsequently forwarded Gedcom files to each other. | increased my file by 20, he by
500 . Evidently | had much more on the family than he but it's exciting to find new relatives.

Ancestry now has 1917-18 WW1 Draft Cards. Evidently everyone whether a citizen or not had
to register, even if you had a green card. One of my relatives signed his name in Hebrew. They also
have the enlistment forms for WW11 which tell a lot about the individual, including height , weight ,
education, occupation and hobbies. If you don’t subscribe you can access it from any Palm Beach
County Library. | am not promoting this, but they have new lower rates available. Try a 14 day trial.

Our April meeting will feature Ron Arons, who will share with us websites and other oddities
beyond Steve Morse and JewishGen. He is very creative and quite entertaining.

By the time you receive this issue, we will have had our annual Lunch and Learn featuring Neil
Rosenstein. He was extremely informative and a wonderful addition to our past line up of Luncheon
speakers. | want to take this opportunity to publicly thank our President Emerita, Sylvia Nusinov and
her committee for a superb day.

On February 28, 2007 we will have our All Day Annual Mini Conference /Workshop . Our
Chair Joel Sisitsky has put together a fabulous day of presentations in all areas of genealogy for all
levels of genealogists. If you have not made your reservations, do so now. Registration will include
our award winning workbook, worth the price of admission alone.

| Look forward to seeing you all at one of our exciting programs.

*ll+,!

STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP

Scattered Seeds is the publication of the JGSPBC, Inc., a not-for-
profit educational organization. The newsletter is issued four
times per year. It is a free publication distrlbuted to all paid-up
members and Jewish Genealogical Societies throughout the world
in a courtesy exchange program. Back issues may be available at
$3.50 (US) an issue.

Contributions of articles of interest including book reviews are

MEMBERSHIP DUES PAYABLE 1/1 EACH YEAR

Individual Membership $25.00 encouraged. Material must be submitted at least thirty days prior
Family Membership $36.00 to the next publication date in order to be considered. Material
Donor Membership $50.00 should be double-spaced and typewritten. If submission is by
Patron Membership $100.00 disk, please use an IBM formatted disk written in MS WORD. All
Life Membership Individual ~ $200.00 contributions are subject to editing. The Editor can be contacted
Life Membership Family $300.00 by phone at 561.883.8566 or via e-mail at: vp238fl@bellsouth.net

Send dues to: JGS of Palm Beach County

Attention: Treasurer
P.O. Box 7796
Delray Beach, FL 33482-7796

If e-mail is not available, comments or articles should be sent to:
Sandra Hirschhorn, Editor, “Scattered Seeds”
P.O. Box 7796, Delray Beach, FL 33482-7796
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m Jewish Genealogical Society
o Of Palm Beach County, Inc.
YOUR EOC HELP LINE Elected Officers
GENEALOGY MENTORING ]

DENNIS RICE President@JGSPalmBeachCounty.org
ASSISTANCE MARVIN LOPATIN

Our “ExpertsOn-Call” Help Line is available to assist | vjcePresSIGs@JGSPalmBeachCounty.org

and mentor beginners and “not yet experts” with the SANDRA HIRSCHHORN

expertise of our most knowledgeable and experienced vp2381fl@bellsouth.net

genealogists on a one-on-one basis. Those member- | ARNOLD SARASKY

experts who volunteered for the EOC Help Line are Treasurer@JGSPalmBeachCounty.org
Mitch Heide 561-988-9966 MARK JACOBSON

Secretary@JGSPalmBeachCounty.org

Hal Maggied 954-725-6442
Karen Pratt 305-598-2881 Board of Directors
Dennis Rice, President ~ 561-738-7477 And Committee Assignments
Alfred M. Silberfeld 561-495-9839 Archivist. .. ......... ... ... ..... Gail Haymovitz
It is suggested t_hat you check your Members_hip D Eiirrg;\tti)iz /SMeeCrr';'tJaer;Ship """""" AmﬂganZiriiig
rectory to ascertain the mentor nearest to yoage ¢ LDS-FHC Liaison. . . éylvia NUSinov

you need to meet. Three of the mentors are in Palm Lib Coordinator. . T Irvina Skork
Beach County, one in Broward and one in Miami- I\/II raLy otolr_ NALOT. - e Nat rl\_/lng Er a
Dade. Their E-mail addresses are listed in youe®i ember-at-Large atalie Hamburg

New Member Liaison/ Retention . . Marilyn Newman

Newsletter Editor. . ............ Sandra Hirschhorn
Parliamentarian. ............. Alfred M. Silberfeld
MEETING SCHEDULE FOR Program Chair. . .. ................ Harvey Brown
Publicity

2007 Reception. . ...................... Ben Seaman
(All meetings begin at 1:00PM on Wednesdays at the Helene Seaman
South County Civic Center, 16700 Jog Rd., Delray Sunshine...... .................. Phyllis Frank
Beach, with occasional exceptions which will beedot Telephone Squad. . ........... Dorothy Bernstein
Brick Wall sessions begin at 12:30PM. SIG meetings | Welcome Desk. ................. Bernard Berger
are held in Classroom 1 at 11:30AM. Contact Vice Joel Sisitsky
President Marvin Lopatin for further information.) Website/E-mail Editor. . . . . ...... Jacqueline Fineblit
Yad Vashem Coordinator. . ........ Don Hirschhorn

|MARCH 14th —Learn how to navigate the Past Presidents
Family History Center Library here and in Mona Freedman Morris
Salt Lake City. Alfred M. Silberfeld
APRIL 11th—Ron Abrams—Beyond Steve Sylvia Nusinov

Alfred B. Leeds (Of Blessed Memory)

Morse and JewishGen Dr. Marvin Hamburg

MAY 9th-Share our Successes

Honorary Member Mary Bordman
SPECIAL FUNCTIONS:
February 28th — ANNUAL MINI- Website http://www.jgspalmbeachcounty.org
|CON FERENCE/WORKSHOP—Sandler Webmaster Andi Jacoby
Library
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LATEST WORD FROM OUR LIBRARY

By Irv Skorka, Library Coordinator

Our Reference Library at the Levis JCC in Boca Raton has acquired 4 new baook tieahelpful
to our member genealogists. A short review of each book is found below. | invite obersdm
make arrangements to view these books and others in our collection. | remind yanittaete
every Wednesday morning. To arrange for other times, please check the procedureedisite,
www.jgspalmbeachcounty.org

In Their Words-Volume II: Russiay J.D. Shea and W.F. Hoffman

Published by Language and Linear Press; 2002: This book contains a very comprels¢asitegpH
ics that can help a serious genealogist navigate the Russian languagesandlmlocuments writter
in both the United States and Russia. It covers such topic as phonetics and spéllaighabetical
examples of Printed, Cursive, English, Polish and Lithuanian consonants and vowels eSxampl
shown throughout this section. The structure of Russian is described in detail, inchadnmgag.

One can locate records in the United States that can lead back to Europe. Church recdrcisi
passenger lists, social security records, probate records, militardsesnd more are listed. More de-
tail is found in a separate chapter devoted to samples of records.

The records discussed above can help you find your ancestral home and its rederésit Rieas oL
former and current area of Russia are discussed. A separate and veryexedsletailed chapter i
devoted to Russian language records originating in Europe, with emphasis on sampilesrofbi
riage and death records.

Vocabulary terms that are most likely to be used in records are discussed in oee wlitpinean-
ings and forms you are likely to encounter. A detailed list of terms is edlad many of #sechap-
ters’ pages.

An index of first names often seen in Russian language documents encountered deongsthef
genealogical research and includes, Russian, Ukrainian, Russified foreveigii diames and name;
borne by ethnic Germans, Lithuanians, Poles and Ukrainians.

An extensive bibliography and index are included to help your search. | was abtengy/fown an-
cestors’ town Konskie, Poland in the Index.

Another book, “Following the Paper Trail” by the same authors is an excellent ciompad is a
multi-lingual translation guide containing documents written in more than a dozepeaarlan-
guages. This book is in our Reference Library.

Your Guide to the Family History Libratyy P.S. and J.W. Warren
Published by Better Way Books; 2001: The authors, are professional gensaldgsthave led research trips
to the family History Library (FHL) in Salt Lake City, UT for over 7ays. If you are planning a trip to the
FHL for research, no guide could be better. A review of this guide willz¢ helpful to those planning to at
tend the IAJGS Conference in Salt Lake City, UT in 2007.

Continued on Page 9
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Library continued from Page 8

It informs the reader on general FHL information and how to access the liotkaction with a de-
tailed description of Library content. Sources other than the FHL are describeslcatabog details.
A description of the records and how to research them are included.

Guide to Naturalization Records of the United Sthie€.K. Schaefer

Published by Genealogical Publishing Company; 1997: This guide offers Natioal Records by
State, U.S. Territories, U.S. Possessions and Native Americans. A gloEBiatyralization terms is
included, as well as, a description of Naturalization Archive facilities.

Where available, an index to Naturalization records on microfilm is listeacim @ounty’s Records
and Resources sections. Reading lists for additional information is supplied. This lbogdod com-
panion to another book in our Reference Library, “Guide to Genealogical Resetre National
Archives”.

Dictionary of Sephardic Surnameyg G. Faiguenboim, P. Valadares and A. Campagnano
Published by Fraiha; 2003: This book adds to the dictionaries of surnames that are iremdeef
Library. Currently, there are 8 dictionaries from different countries ares ait this collection. It is
also one of 2 books devoted to Sephardic topics.

The book is written in both Spanish and English and covers the history of the Jews liiagnin S
and Portugal. It is beautifully designed and produced. Hundreds of rare photograplysstizetuk

and illustrations are included. There are over 17,000 names of those who lived in Spain antl Pprtuga
for 15 centuries. The names and their sources are also listed. A list of cities angsovrdre
Sephardim, Marranos and Conversos lived, and still live, are found in an extensive bibjiograph

LUNCH AND LEARN—A SMASH SUCESS!!

President, Dennis Rice, Sylvia Nusinov, ) )
Chair and Jackie Fineblit, Co-Chair. Dr.. Neil Rosenstein, Guest Speaker
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Reprinted from “Nu? What's New?”
The E-zine of Jewish Genealogy
Gary Mokotoff, Editor, Volume 8, Number 2 | January 28, 2007 WITH THANKS

Pressure Grows to Release Arolsen Records

In the past two weeks there have been conflicting stories about how quicklgdhdsref the Inter-
national Tracing Service (ITS) in Bad Arolsen, Germany, will be reta&n initial report stated it
could take years because of the bureaucratic plan to have all 11 nations that musbsigmeofe-
lease independently approve the measure. One spokesman said it was an intemtal ezath of the
countries involved, and they would look with disdain at any attempt to pressure them intagpegdi
up the process.

\174

Now the latest statement is that there will be an unscheduled meeting &hddtermine how
quickly the files can be opened to the public. The meeting will be held in March iHalwe. This
will be followed two months later by the annual session of the commission that céh8ols

It would appear that someone got concerned about the risk of delay and decided thidtanatineve
each of the 11 countries take its time making a decision, they will meet togatdh®yrae to a deci-
sion that can be approved by the ITS commission.

You can read the plans in greater detalltgi://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20070124/ap _on _re _eu/
nazi_archive 1

HELP WANTED - YAD VASHEM

Our JGSPBCI was the first JGS to partner with Yad Vashem and to enroll dedicated vol-
unteers. With the help of our coordinator, Don Hirschhorn, Yad Vashem partners have ex-
panded to 21 JGSs in the U.S. and Canada and nine other groups including Brandeis
Trails Chapter which has made a major contribution with volunteers and POTSs.

We are again calling on our membership for additional support. We want to address all the
Jewish organizations that you belong to or have contact with. Our presentation takes 10
minutes so it can be an add on to any program. There are still many survivors, friends

and relatives that can memorialize their loved ones. Contact Don Hirschhorn at 561-883-
8566 if you can help in any way.

IAJGS ANNOUNCES JEWISH GENEALOGY MONTH
March 20—April 18, 2007
(Nissan 5767

The 27th IAJGS International Conference on Jewish Genealogy, will be heltb32@; 2007, in Sa
Lake City. Check their websiteww.slc2007.orgfor more information




