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| OUR 17th ANNIVERSARY LUNCHEON
DECEMBER 16TH

In celebration of our 17" Anniversary, Sunday, December 16, 2007,
JGSPBCI’'s Luncheon Committee, headed by Cindy Taylor, is showcasing a new
concept with a totally different program:

Jewish Genealogy Roadshow: Chotchkes and Ephemera.

Guest presenter for the afternoon is noted American genealogist, artist

Iand curatorial designer, Raphael Guber, who has been featured on the Public
Broadcasting System’s widely acclaimed TV series, Ancestors. Guber is con-

Isultant Genealogist to the Simon Wiesenthal Center/ Museum of Tolerance in
Los Angeles. His work has appeared in national and international publications
and media outlets. Continued on Page 3.
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First Shipments of I'TS Records Reach Yad Vashem and USHMM

The International Tracing Service located in Bad Arolsen, Germany, has begun to ship copies of its vast
Holocaust-related archives to Yad Vashem and the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum. This includes
digital copies of approximately 13.5 million pages of deportation files, arrest records, and ghetto and
concentration camp documentation. Future transfers will include the ITS Central Name Index, which
scheduled for delivery in the fall.

A news release prepared by USHMM states, “The arrival of the first part of the material permits the
Museum to begin the process of making the documentation searchable. Currently, only a small fraction
of the massive amount of material is indexed for computer searching. With the data in the museum’s
possession, technical experts can begin developing software to search the collection. To further prepare
for the archive's opening, several museum researchers have recently completed two weeks of on-site
training at Bad Arolsen.” The Associated Press reports that USHMM is preparing a search engine it
plans to make accessible soon on the Internet. It will allow people to search through a separate, limited
index of the archive and get a sense of what kind of documents exist. That index describes the docu-
ments, where they came from and where they are stored. It could provide clues about whether the infor-
mation users are seeking might be there. Continued on Page 5
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PRESIDENT’S REMARKS
Perseverance-Perseverance-Perseverance

| just recently returned from the IAJGS Conference in Salt Lake City,
and began to use some of the tools I learned at the many wonderful
sessions | attended. | had been looking for information regarding my
2 grandfathers and their journeys to America.

My paternal grandfather had stated on his petition for naturalization that he had arrived on the
SS Potsdam into Boston in 1899. The Potsdam unfortunately didn’t have its maiden voyage un-
til 1900 and only came into New York. However | searched every Potsdam manifest for 1900
and 1901 to no avail.

My maternal grandfather was supposed have arrived at Ellis Island in October of
1904. All my Ellis Island searches came up dry.

At the Ancestry.com presentation, they suggested putting in 3 letters and adding aster-
isks for both the first and last names. For my paternal grandfather, whose name in Russia was
Pinchus Nowogrodsky, I put in PIN* NOW™* and up came a list of individuals including a PIT-
GRES NOGEOSTH, arriving in St. John, New Brunswick on April, 1901 on the SS Lake On-
tario sailing from Liverpool.

The actual manifest read PITQUES NOWGRODSKI, tailor from Volinsky going to
Boston to meet his brother LEBE at 65 Endicott St. The person filling out the manifest in Eng-
land put down exactly what he heard, but somehow whoever digitized the name read it incor-
rectly. The most important thing is that after many years of searching I finally found his arrival
of in all places St John, New Brunswick, Canada.

My maternal grandfather, thanks to Ancestry.com, | found in the border crossing list
coming into Quebec, Canada on November 4,1904 on the SS Canada also from Liverpool, with
his final destination as New York. If he did actually go to New York he did so for only a short
time, because he met and married my grandmother in Detroit in 1906.

“THE JOURNEY CONTINUES”

The journey continues because | am continually finding new family members. This past
week | had the good fortune of having a new cousin born while at the same time meeting a
cousin whose great-grandfather was a brother to my great-grandmother. We spoke for almost 3
hours as if we had known each other for our whole lives. She shared with me little nuances of
her branch of the family. She gave me a copy of a 10-page letter that the family had received a
number of years ago from an individual still living in the former Soviet Union requesting assis-
tance in immigrating to the United States. The letter was a pictorial family history of their fam-
ily. Their first reaction was that it was a scam, but it wasn’t and they helped some of the family

(Continued on Page 3)
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“THE JOURNEY CONTINUES” (President’s Message continued from Page 2.)

immigrate to this country. | have already received calls from other members of this family to
help me update my records. We are also talking about a grand scale family reunion in the next
year or so. WOW!

Don’t get discouraged, there is a light at the end of the tunnel.

PERSERVERANCE-PERSERVERANCE- PERSERVERANCE

17th Anniversary Lun(:heon Continued from Page 1.

Mr. Guber will use member’s documents and
ephemera - collectibles such as old letters, photo-
graphs, postcards, tickets - as well as decorative ob-
jects and ritual cups to retrace their ancestor’s foot-
steps.

Members are encouraged to look around their
homes, and contact the committee if they have family keepsakes they wish to
have analyzed which may provide clues to their own histories.

Adding to the Roadshow portion of the program, Mr. Guber will share his
genealogically related experiences as senior researcher and contributing narra-
tor to the History Channel’s Ellis Island.

A full luncheon menu will be served at the venue - historic Addison
Mizner era Benvenuto’s Caterestaurant, Boynton Beach.

Reservation Forms will be mailed to the membership shortly.
Make your reservation early, as reservations are limited.

For additional information, contact a Committee member:
Chairperson: Cindy Taylor, knife-princess@worldnet.att.net
Co-Chair: Joan Sarasky, asarasky@earthlink.net
Coordinators: Natalie Hamburg, Jakies75@aol.com

Sylvia Nusinov, curiousyl@bellsouth.net
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STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP

Scattered Seeds is the publication of the JGSPBC,
Inc., a not-for-profit educational organization. The
newsletter is issued four times per year. ltis a free
publication distrlbuted to all paid-up members and
Jewish Genealogical Societies throughout the world
in a courtesy exchange program. Back issues may
be available at $3.50 (US) an issue.

Contributions of articles of interest including book
reviews are encouraged. Material must be submitted
at least thirty days prior to the next publication date in
order to be considered. Material should be double-
spaced and typewritten. If submission is by disk,
please use an IBM formatted disk written in MS
WORD. All contributions are subject to editing. The
Editor can be contacted by phone at 561.883.8566 or
via e-mail at: sandy2121@bellsouth.net
If e-mail is not available, comments or articles should
be sent to:

Sandra Hirschhorn, Editor,

“Scattered Seeds”

P.O. Box 7796,

Delray Beach, FL 33482-7796

Jewish Genealogical Society of Palm Beach County, Inc.
Elected Officers

DENNIS RICE
President@JGSPalmBeachCounty.org

Permission is granted to print all or part of any origi-
nal article printed in Scattered Seeds in the newslet-
ter/journal of any other JGS, providing acknowledg-
ment is given. Acknowledgment should include title,
issuing society and volume number. Please e-mail
to inform us that the article is being used.

We encourage readers to submit articles to the Edi-
tor for possible inclusion in Scattered Seeds. They
should be e-mailed to the Editor who retains the
right to accept, reject or publish in revised form.
Please use Microsoft Word when preparing articles
which are submitted at the sender’s risk. Photo-
graphs are welcome. Please retain copies as returns
are not possible.

MEMBERSHIP DUES PAYABLE 1/1 EACH YEAR

Individual Membership $25.00
Family Membership $36.00
Donor Membership $50.00
Patron Membership $100.00
Life Membership Individual ~ $200.00
Life Membership Family $300.00

Send dues to: JGS of Palm Beach County
Attention: Treasurer
P.O. Box 7796
Delray Beach, FL 33482-7796

MARVIN LOPATIN (Vice President)
VicePresSIGs@JGSPalmBeachCounty.org
SANDRA HIRSCHHORN (Vice President)
sandy2121@bellsouth.net

ARNOLD SARASKY
Treasurer@JGSPalmBeachCounty.org
MARK JACOBSON
Secretary@JGSPalmBeachCounty.org

Board of Directors And Committee Assignments

Archivist. . ... ... o Gail Haymovitz
Directory /Membership. .. ........ Arnold Davidson
FHC/PBC Liaison. . ....... ....... Sylvia Nusinov
Financial Secretary. . .............. Joan Sarasky
Library Coordinator. . . .............. Irving Skorka

Members-at-Large . . . .... ... Natalie Hamburg,
Phyllis Kramer, Hank Levine, Gerald Naditsch, Cindy

Taylor
New Member Liaison/ Retention . . Marilyn Newman
Newsletter Editor. . ............ Sandra Hirschhorn
Parliamentarian. ............. Alfred M. Silberfeld
Program ....... Sandra Zahn-Oreck
Publicity....... Sylvia Nusinov, Marilyn Newman

Reception. . . Ben Seaman, Helene Seaman, Bernard
Berger, Joel Sisitsky

Sunshine. ..... ... ... ... ... .. ... Phyllis Frank
Telephone Squad. ............ Dorothy Bernstein
2008 Mini-Conference Joel Sisitsky

Website/E-mail Ed./Publicity . . . . Jacqueline Fineblit
Yad Vashem Coordinator. . ........ Don Hirschhorn
Past Presidents Mona Freedman Morris
Alfred M. Silberfeld

Sylvia Nusinov

Alfred B. Leeds (Of Blessed Memory)

Dr. Marvin Hamburg

Honorary Members  Mary Bordman, Miriam Weiner
Website http://www.jgspalmbeachcounty.org
Webmaster Andi Jacoby

MEETING INFORMATION FOR 2007-2008
‘Brick Wall’ sessions begin at 12:30PM. Meetings be-
gin at 1:00PM at the South County Civic Center, 16700

Jog Rd., Delray Beach. Occasional exceptions will be
noted. SIG sessions are at 11:304AM. Contact Vice Presi-
dent Marvin Lopatin for further information.

SEE PAGE 7 FOR MEETING DATES.
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THE 27TH ANNUAL IAJGS JEWISH GENEALOGICAL
CONFERENCE - SALT LAKE CITY
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Ron Arons lecturing
on fund-raising.

Lois Ogilby-Rosen at
the Latvia SIG meeting,

Our members all dressed up for the banquet. Find more on the Conference
throughout the newsletter.

First Shipments of I'TS Records Continued from Page 1.

The complete USHMM news release can be found at http:/www..ushmm.org/museum/press/
archives/detail.php?category=07-general&content=2007-08-21. An Associated Press version of the
events can be found at http://www.wtop.com/?nid=104&sid=1227190

Ed Note: The above article was taken from Nu? What’s New? The E-zine of Jewish Genealogy, as
were several others in this issue. If you wish to subscribe to this free website go to the Internet site :
http://www.avotaynu.com/nuwhatsnew.htm.

Alman, Joan Kaufman, Howard
Dunaief, Roberta Schwartz, Estelle

Please notify Sunshine Chair Phyllis Frank of any member’s simcha, iliness, or death in the family so an
appropriate card can be sent, . E-mail her at JerryPhyllisf@comcast.net.(Be sure to put SUNSHINE in
the Subject line.)




MORE FROM THE SALT LAKE CITY
CONFERENCE

Hadassah Lipsius addressing
the JRI-Poland Luncheon
attendees.

Stanley Diamond ,

Er?S'd;R;’ att_t he JRI- Carol Raspler with Banquet Keynote Speaker Dan Rotten- \_Joel Spector Iectyr-
oland Meeting berg, author of Finding Our Fathers which launched mod-  ing on The Russian
ern Jewish genealogy. Encyclopedia.

Anne Feder Lee, President ]
of the IAJGS, presidingata  Alexander Avraham, Direc-

Shelley Weiner on how to write a fund-raising meeting. tor of the Hall of Names,
proposal. Note the crowded “classroom.” Yad Vashem, Jerusalem,

Right is Don Hirschhorn with
Mr. Avraham after accepting
his award. Don is wearing the
badge given out to every con-
ference attendee, listing sur-
names being researched and
the countries they are from.

Far right Steve Morse
“Growing up in Genealogy!”
Aided by President

Dennis Rice and Anita Morse.
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AND MORE PHOTOS FROM SLC!

OUR HAPPY CONFERENCE ATTENDEES ENJOYING DINNER OUT
(Editor’s note: I am not sure whose sleeve is at the right. Photo was taken by our

excellent waitress)

SIG MEETINGS
SCHEDULE

2007-2008

All meetings are
11:30-12:30 on
Wednesdays
unless otherwise

noted.

Sept. 19 Hungary-Romania and Lithuania -

Oct. 10
Nov. 14
Jan. 9

Feb. 13
Mar. 12
Apr. 9

May 14

Large Meeting Room - 11:00-12:00
Galicia - Room 1

Poland - Room 1
Hungary-Romania - Room 1
Lithuania - Room 2

Galicia - Room 1

Belarus - Room 1

Poland - Room 1

Belarus - Room 1

A NOTE IN THE WESTERN WALL

Natalie and Marvin Hamburg recently re-
turned from a trip to Israel. Before they left
they received a lovely card from Phyllis Frank
in which she reminded them to put a note in
the kotel, the Western Wall for our JGS. Of
course they did so on Friday, June 1st. It read
as follows:

“Dear God of our Fathers--May you keep us
all in good health so that we may continue to
serve you--to continue to look for our ances-
tors--to continue to look for our descendants
and to teach them the meaning of Family!!!
Thank you, dear Lord. May you keep our offi-
cers and board always in good health and
ready to serve our Society.”
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AND MORE FROM SLC

PAUL A. SHAPIRO, Director of the Center for Advanced Holocaust Studies, U.S. Holo-
caust Memorial Museum (USHMM) received a standing ovation for his keynote address at the
opening session. He described the history of making accessible the records of the Interna-
tional Tracing Service located in Bad Arolsen, Germany. While his description of the events
was polite, it was clear that there were many obstacles placed in the path of public access by
a variety of interest groups. The next morning Shapiro described the future of public access to
these records. Some of his comments were:

*It has yet to be determined when the records will be useable at
USHMM (or other facilities) because the Museum has not seen the data
and does not know how well it is organized for information retrieval.
Shapiro noted that ITS has never had a trained archivist or historian to
organize the records according to archival standards.

*Although the wheels are grinding to make the records available to the
member
countries, they cannot be made available to the public until the remaining
three countries that make up the commission--France, Greece, and Italy--
approve the release.

*Once available to the public, USHMM plans to give highest priority to inquiries by Holo-
caust survivors and their families. He noted that survivors are a dying generation and time is
of the essence for them.

*There will be public access at the Museum once the system is set up.

AWARDS: The International Association of Jewish Genealogical Societies (IAJGS) Life-
time Achievement Award went to Mathilda Tagger of Jerusalem for her 25 years of devotion
to growing resources for Sephardic genealogy. Among her many accomplishments are co-
authorship of Guidebook for Sephardic and Oriental Genealogical Sources in Israel which was
published by Avotaynu. A second Avotaynu author, Lars Menk of Berlin, was given the Out-
standing Contribution to Jewish Genealogy Award for his book A Dictionary of German-
Jewish Surnames. Donald Hirschhorn (our Yad Vashem Coordinator) of Florida received an
award from Yad Vashem for his “activism, dedication and outstanding volunteer as coordina-
tor for the Shoah Victims’ Names Recovery Project.” Hirschhorn person- —

ally coordinated the submission of close to 1,000 Pages of Testimony,
and many additional pages have been submitted as a result of his efforts
either through the American Society for Yad Vashem, to Israel directly, or
via the Internet.

Ed. Note: Thank you Gary Mokotoff, Editor of Nu? What's New? The E-zine of
Jewish Genealogy for the above.




SCATTERED SEEDS FALL 2007

MEETING SCHEDULE FOR THE 2007-2008 SEASON
All meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of the month
unless otherwise noted

September 19th - All about Salt Lake City and more!
October 10th -TBA
November 14th - Helene Kenvin

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16TH - LUNCHEON Save the Date!
January 9th - Renowned author Arthur Kurzweil
February 13th - TBA

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 20TH - MINI-CONFERENCE Save the Date!
March 12th - TBA
April 9th - TBA
May 14th - Share Our Successes
June 11th - Miami-Dade Library Trip with Bus!

All regular meetings are held at the

South County Civic Center beginning

At 1:00 P.M. “Brick Wall” sessions

start at 12:30 P.M. Contact Vice-President
Marvin Lopatin for information on SIG
meetings also held at the

Civic Center 11:30 A.M.-12:30 P.M. on
regular meeting dates.

PLEASE NOTE: ADELPHIA.NET E-MAIL ADDRESSES ARE CHANGING
TO COMCAST.NET

E-mail Addresses for Members listed in our Directory may have changed.
NEW E-MAILS: Bernie Berger - berjan52@gmail.com
Judy & Ed Glueck - andi@garden.net

Irv Skorka - irvela@comcast.net
Arnold Davidson - arnoldbd@comcast.net




NEW HOLOCAUST RECORDS
Warren Blatt, Editor-in-Chief of JewishGen <wblatt@jewishgen.org> is pleased to an-
nounce the addition of half a million new records to the JewishGen Holocaust Database <
http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/Holocaust >. N Ews
There are eight new datasets: /[l,%/

*Jewish Refugees in Tashkent: Data on 152,000 Jewish refugees from the Soviet Union
who were evacuated to Tashkent and other localities in Uzbekistan in 1941-1942.

*Claims Conference - Hungary: List of over 135,000 Hungarian Jews collected by the Conference on
Jewish Material claims Against Germany, whose names appear in records held in the Central Zionist Archives and
Yad Vashem.

* Claims Conference - Romania: List of over 140,000 Romanian Jews, collected by the Conference on Jewish Ma-
terial claims Against Germany, whose names appear in records held in the Central Zionist Archives and Yad
Vashem.

*Flossenberg Prisoner Lists: Data on over 18,334 prisoners interned in the Flossenberg Concentration Camp in
Germany. The prisoners include Jews from Hungary, Czechoslovakia and Poland.

*Polish medical questionnaires: Data on 2,000 Jewish medical personnel in Galicia and surrounding areas in 1940-
42 collected during the German occupation, containing, in some cases, extensive information about family, occu-
pation, and education.

*Who Perished on the Struma? Data on more than 700 Jewish refugees attempting to get to Palestine who per-
ished when the Struma sank.

* Hungarian Jewish Survivors in Buchenwald: Data on 707 Hungarian Jewish survivors from Buchenwald concen-
tration camp.

* The Twentieth Train: Records of 567 deportees who boarded a transport train ambushed on the way to Ausch-
witz in 1943.

* Bergen-Belsen to Philippeville, Algeria (UNRRA Camp): Data on 200 Jews who arrived at the UNNRA refugee
camp in Philippeville, Algeria in 1945 as part of a prisoner exchange. Most held passports from countries in North
and South America.

Thanks to all the volunteers who have made these possible, espe-
cially Joyce Field, project coordinators Nolan Altman and Mike
Kalt, and to Peter Lande, Rabbi Shalom Bronstein, and Samuel
Aroni.

The JewishGen Holocaust Database is a collection of over 100
datasets, containing 1.6 million entries about Holocaust victims
and survivors. It can be searched at < http://www.jewishgen.org/
databases/Holocaust >.
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NEW IN OUR LIBRARY
Irv Skorka, Library Coordinator

Our Reference Library at the Levis JCC in Boca
Raton has acquired 3 new books that will be helpful
to our member genealogists. A short review of each
book is found below. I invite our members to make
arrangements to view these books and others in our
collection. To arrange for times, please check the
procedure at our website,
"http://www.jgspalmbeachcounty.org/" .

Natalie Hamburg purchased the books as a gift to
the Library. “The Last Days of the Jerusalem of
Lithuania: Chronicles from the Vilna Ghetto”
and “Jews of Lithuania” were purchased in honor
of her husband Marvin Hamburg for his work in
making a family reunion a success (May 18-20,
2007). Over 100 people, coming from 14 states,
attended the reunion. The “National Geographic
Jewish Heritage Travel: A Guide to Eastern
Europe” was purchased in memory of Lou Rob-
bins.

The Last Days of the Jerusalem of Lithuania:
Chronicles from the Vilna Ghetto by Herman Kruk.
Published by YIVO Institute for Jewish Research;
2002

While not strictly a book for doing genealogical
research, nevertheless, it is a memorial to those that
perished during the Holocaust. It is a diary written,
from 1939 through 1944, by one man, Herman
Kruk, who was murdered just before the concentra-
tion camp, where he was held, was liberated. In his
last days he managed to bury his manuscript in
front of 6 witnesses, hoping that at least one would
survive to recover it. The history of recovery of the
manuscript and the translation from Yiddish to
English was a monumental task.

There are sufficient references in the enormous
index to be a source for Vilna (Vilnius) activities
and which will be helpful to the researcher.

I cannot complete this review without reference to
the following statement written by Kruk: “Neigh-
bors in Camp Klooga often ask me, why do you
write in such hard times? Why and for whom? For

demned and awaiting my turn. Alhough deep inside me
burrows a hope for a miracle. Drunk on the pen trembling
in my hand, | record everything for future generations. A
day will come when someone will find the leaves of hor-
ror | write and record. People will tear their hair in an-
guish; eyes will plunge into the sky unwilling to believe
the horror of our times...”

Jews of Lithuania: A History of a Remarkable Community
1316-1945 by Masha Greenbaum
Published by Gefen Books; 1995

This book represents a good example of the history of
Lithuania through Jewish eyes. It clearly shows that some
of the events in the local history of Lithuania, that are con-
sidered to be good and progressive, were infactnot.
These events adversely affected the Jewish population. It
highlights the truth about the Jews and their contributions
to Lithuania.

Greenbaum covers the rise of the various political, reli-
gious and Zionist movements within the Jewish commu-
nity, and most importantly, puts them within their histori-
cal context. For Jews tracing their families in Lithuania,
the large number of localities named will be helpful, as
will the discussion of the liquidation of those communi-
ties.

National Geographic Jewish Heritage Travel: A Guide to
Eastern Europe by Ruth Ellen Gruber
Published by: National Geographic; 2006

This book is a most remarkable tour. Jewish Heritage
Travel is rich with information about the geography, cul-
ture, religions, architecture, and thousands of years of his-
tory in a part of the world that has deep significance for
the human story.

Gruber’s descriptions of specific towns, synagogues,
cemeteries, and evocative remnants of shtetls are not
warmed-over second-hand accounts. The small black-and-
white photos are clear and helpful, and are placed near the
relevant text.

There is a good map at the front of the book. Within each
chapter, and at each chapter's end, are numerous additional
resources - publications, web sites, addresses of note, and
more.
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| hope you all had a wonderful summer and are returning to genealogy with new en-
thusiasm. Those of us who attended the 27th Annual IAJGS Conference in Salt Lake
City certainly came back with an increased appreciation of the hard work and efforts
by so many people that went into providing a successful conference for about 600 of
us who made the trip. Since it was impossible to recreate all that occurred in just a few
pages of a newsletter | chose to include as many photographs as | was able to obtain
to provide a mini-cross section of the conference offerings.

Personally, my family had an incredible genealogical summer. I'll be telling you all
about it in the next issue of Scattered Seeds. And to add to that my husband was the
recipient of a most impressive and well deserved award from Yad Vashem. The
Hirschhorns have surely been blessed lately.

A Happy New Year to all
and | hope to see you at the
first meeting of the season
September 19th!

Sandy

JEWISH GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
OF PALM BEACH, COUNTY, INC.
P.O. BOX 7796

DELRAY BEACH, FL 33482-7796
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